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ing   to  our common   acceptation  of this

word ; for a dacoit seldom robs on the high-
way, and scarcely ever singly, or unattend-
ed by a large gang.    Their method of plun-
dering is as follows.    The members of the
gangs, which, for the most part, are of long
standing, and regularly organized, are ge-
nerally summoned to attend by the sirdars
or leaders.    The plan and method, as well
&s the object of attack, are then agreed on.
The faces of the dacoits are "muffled up in
their clothes, leaving only the eyes uncover-
ed.    This adds to the frightfulness  of their
appearance, and prevents their being known.
They are armed with swords and spears, but
most of them  with  a very long bamboo,
pointed with iron, which they call a c!nm\
or with bamboo-clubs, called latees.    The
parties have frequently an old match-lock,
which they do not use as a weapon of of-
fence,4 but only fire on entering the village,
as a signal for the villagers to leave it This
signal, throughout Bengal, is immediately

obeyed;